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ference  of  Labor  Representatives 

HELD  AT  PHILADELPHIA,  APRIL  28-29,  1894, 


Pliant  to  a call  issued  by  Joseph 
iclmnan  of  New  York,  a confer- 
of  representatives  of  organized 
3t  at  N.  9 No.  13th  8t.,  Phila- 
da,  Saturday,  April  28,  1894,  for 
purpose  of  promoting  a better 
•standing  and  greater  harmony 
ion  between  the  various  organ- 
ns  of  labor  throughout  the  coun- 

nporary  organization  was  effected 
e choice  of  Joseph  11.  Buchanan 
airman,  and  Frank  K.  Foster  of 
n as  secretary. 

committee  on  attendance  was 
n ted  as  follows:  A.  W.  Wright 
ronto  of  District  Assembly  125, 
L. ; John  B.  Lennon  of  New 
of  the  Journeymen  Custom 
rs’  Union;  M.  M.  Garland  of 
)urg  of  the  Amalgamated  Asso- 
n of  Iron  and  Steel  Workers, 
committee  on  organization  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  C.  L. 
mond  of  Lafayette,  Ind.,  of  the 
lational  Typographical  Union ; 
P.  liork  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  of 


District  Assembly  147,  K.  of  L. ; P. 
H.  Morrissey  of  Springfield,  111.,  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Train- 
men; William  Klein  of  New  York 
of  the  Brick!  .yers’  and  Masons’  Inter- 
national Union  ; Christopher  Evans  of 
New  York  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

A telegram  was  received  and  read 
' from  Eugene  Y.  Debs  of  the  American 
Railway  Union  expressing  emphatic 
endorsement  of  the  purposes  of  the 
conference. 

The  chairman  reported  having  re- 
ceived a large  number  of  communica- 
tions expressive  of  approval  of  and 
sympathy  with  the  objects  of  the  con- 
ference, and  extracts  were  read  from 
many  of  the  letters. 

After  a recess  of  twenty  minutes, 
the  oommittee  on  attendance  made  its 
report,  which  in  its  final  form  was  as 
follows: 

Your  committee  on  attendance  beg 
l“nvH  to  report  that  credentials  have 
been  presented  by  the  following,  and 
recommend  that  they  be  seated: 

General  Executive  Board  of  the  Knights 
of  Labor,  J.  (t.  Schonfarber. 

Ann  ricau  Agents’  Association,  B.  L. 
Pro wal ther,  George  Dale, 
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Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen, 
Chas.  A.  Wilson,  A.  H.  Hawley,  Henry 
Walton. 

Brotherhood  ol  Electrical  Workers,  J. 
W.  Fitzpatrick. 

District  Assembly  16,  K.  of  L.,  Scranton, 
T.  Y.  Posvderly. 

American  Federation  of  Labor,  Samuel 
Gompers,  James  Brettell,  Frank  K. 
Foster,  Chris.  Evans. 

United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Robert 
Watchhorn,  Patrick  McBride. 
Cigarmakers’  International  Union,  Geo. 
W.  Perkins. 

Central  Labor  Union,  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  M.  A.  Murphy. 

United  Hatters,  John  Phillips. 

Local  \ssembly,  3731,  Edward  Smith, 
M.  McDermott. 

Garment  Cutters,  Philadelphia,  James 
H.  Carr,  Thomas  W.  McNeill,  John 
Hans. 

District  Assembly  125,  Toronto,  Ont., 
A.  W.  Wright. 

Amalgamated  Lace  Curtain  Workers, 
Win.  McCaffrey,  James  H.  Pollitt, 
John  Tomlinson.  ( 

Building  Laborers’  International  Union, 
Wm.  Cross. 

District  Assembly  99,  Rhode  Island,  John 
O’Keefe. 

District  Assembly  147,  Albauy,  John  P. 

Rork,  D.  F.  Lawler. 

Journeymen  Tailors,  John  B„  Lennon. 
Brotherhood  ot  Railroad  Trainmen,  P. 
H.  Morrissey. 

District  Assembly  49,  K.  of  L.,  Geo.  W, 
McCadden. 

United  Garment  Workers,  Charles  F. 
Reichers. 

International  Typographical  Union,  C. 
L.  Drummond. 

Cutlery  Workers,  J.  S.  Flood. 

Bricklayers  and  Masons’  International 
Union,  Wm.  Klein. 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employes  Na- 
tional Alliance,  Woyt  Losky. 

United  Green  Glass  Workers  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  Jos.  D.  Troth. 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron  and 
Steel  Workers,  M.  M.  Garland 
Local  Assembly  2853,  of  Clothing  Cut- 
ters, R.  J.  Fitzpatrick. 

United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners,  P.  J.  McGuire. 

National  Union  of  United  Brewery  Work- 
men ot  the  United  States,  A.  Hans 
Hen  ryot. 

Textile  Workers  of  America,  Edward  A. 
Thornton. 


Tin  and  Sheet  Iron  Workers,  E.  B. 

Wheeler.  | 

Pattern  Makers’  National  League  of 
North  America,  W.  H.  Uhler. 

We  find  the  following  present  by  invita- 
tion and  recommend  that  they  be  seated: 

Geo.  E.  McNeill,  A.  H,  P.  Leuf,  Joseph  4 
R.  Buchanan. 

We  find  present,  without  credentials, 
Miss  Diana  Hirschell  of  the  Philadelphia 
Branch  ot  the  Union  for  Practical  Pro- 
gress, and  recommend  that  she  be  given 
a seat  in  the  conference. 

A.  W.  Wright. 

John  B.  Lennon. 

M M.  Garland. 

Report  received  and  recommenda- 
tions adopted. 

A committee  on  resolutions  was 
appointed,  as  follows: 

P.  J.  McGuire  of  Philadelphia,  of 
the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners;  J.  G.  Schonfarber  of 
Baltimore,  of  the  General  Executive 
Board  K.  of  L. ; M.  M.  Garland  of 
Pittsburg,  of  the  Amalgamated  Asso- 
ciation of  Iron  and  Steel  Workers; 
Woyt  Loskey  of  New  York,  of  the 
Waiters’  Alliance;  George  E.  McNeill 
of  Boston. 

It  was  voted  to  proceed  with  perma- 
nent organization  immediately  after 
opening  of  afternoon  session,  and  to 
then  go  into  executive  session. 

Recess. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

The  committee  on  organization  re- 
ported as  follows : 

“ After  a thorough  discussion  of 
the  question  of  offices  to  be  filled  for 
this  conference,  we  recommend  the 
following  offices  to  constitute  the 
permanent  offices  of  this  conference: 
chairman,  vioe-chairman,  secretary, 
treasurer,  assistant  secretary,  and  ser- 
geant-at-arms. 

Adopted. 

A motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  for 
an  executive  session  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  following  officers  were  then 
elected : 

Chairman,  Joseph  R.  Buchanan. 

Vice-Chairman,  A.  W.  Wright. 


£ 

^ Secretary-Treasurer,  F.  K.  Foster, 
i Assistant  Secretary,  Mias  Madge 
Eiler. 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  John  O’Keefe. 

Upon  request  of  the  committee  on 
* resolutions,  its  number  was  increased 
to  7.  P.  H.  Morrissey  and  M.  A. 
Murphy  being  appointed  by  the  chair. 

Messrs.  Foster,  Reichers  and  Uhler 
were  appointed  a press  committee. 

It  was  then  voted  to  prooeed  to  an 
informal  discussion  of  questions  before 
the  conference,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  afternoon  session  vas  devoted  to 
an  expression  of  opinion,  in  which 
nearly  every  delegate  present  partici- 
pated. 

Chairman  Buchanan,  being  called 
upon,  explained  at  some  length  the 
necessity  for  greater  union  between 
labor  organizations  and  the  motive 
which  had  led  him  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility for  issuing  the  call,  which 
had  been  so  generally  responded  to.  As 
one  in  cloae  touch  with  the  aspirations 
of  the  laborers  of  the  country,  it  had 
boon  impressed  upon  him  that  this 
union  was  universally  desired  by  the 
rank  and  file.  There  were  now  three 
distinct  central  bodies,  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  the  Knights  of 
Labor,  the  Railroad  Brotherhoods,  be- 
sides several  isolated  trade  unions. 
It  was  in  the  highest  degree  unwise 
that  misunderstanding  should  be  per- 
mitted to  continue.  A confederation 
of  all  was  imperative  for  mutual  pro- 
tection. The  federative  plan  was 
probably  the  most  feasible  plan  of 
union,  but  some  reorganization  of 
the  Federation  of  Labor  was  needed 
to  obtain  the  best  results.  As  a 
Knight  of  Labor,  he  would  like  to  see 
that  order  restored  to  its  former 
prestige,  aiid  believed  that  this  could 
be  done  by  the  abolition  of  trade 
assemblies,  craftsmen  to  join  the 
unions  of  their  trade,  while  the  Fed- 
eration should  do  away  with  federal 
unions  and  active  unionists  should 
join  the  mixed  assemblies  of  the  K.  of 
L.  to  help  on  the  work  of  the  order. 
He  su^nitted  a written  draft  embody- 


ing this  idea,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  resolutions. 

P.  J.  ^Gfqire  belieyed  th^t  tjhere 
was  a widespread  desire  for  unity. 
He  did  not  think  that!  any  existing 
organization  should  be,  or  need  be, 
destroyed  to  gain  it.  The  organiza- 
tions should  beep  out  of  each  others’ 
way  in  the  performance  of  their  spec- 
ial functions.  He  favored  something 
that  would  bring  them  in  greater 
harmony  and  thought  that  a conven- 
tion might  be  called  at  some  central 
western  point  to  which  authorized 
delegates  could  be  sent  and  all  organ- 
izations invited  to  participate.  This 
union  might  be  effected  at  slight  ex- 
pense. The  K.  of  L.  should  be  assisted 
to  cany  on  its  work,  with  a view  to 
ultimate  political  action. 

John  B.  Lennon  said  that  the  con- 
ference had  assembled  to  try  and 
achieve  unity.  We  should  try  and 
remove  those  obstacles  which  have 
driven  us  apart.  Discord  had  arisen 
because  organizations  had  interfered 
with  each  others’  functions.  The  dual 
authority  in  a trade  had  always  made 
trouble.  If  this  could  be  obviated,  he 
would  be  glad  to  go  in  and  work  for 
the  building  up  of  the  K.  of  L. 

J G.  Schoufarber  said,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  General  Executive 
Board  of  the  Knights  of  Labor,  he 
could  not  even  consider  Chairman 
Buchanan’s  proposition,  which  meant 
to  him  the  disintegration  of  the 
Order  and  the  building  on  its  ruins 
another  organization.  He  explained 
why  the  conference  called  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  had  not  yet  taken  pJace, 
and  said  he  believed  it  would  take 
place  before  the  first  of  July.  He 
defended  Secretary  Hayes  from  the 
criticism  passed  upon  him,  and  said 
the  way  to  unify  the  labor  movement 
was  ; n agreement  between  all  labor 
organizations  to  recognize  each  others’ 
working  cards.  This  the  Knights 
were  ready  to  do. 

A.  W.  Wright  confessed  that  mis- 
takes had  been  made  in  past  policies. 
He  saw  many  men  present  who  should 
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never  have  been  permitted  to  leave 
the  order.  There  was  no  true  labor 
reformer  but  would  subordinate  the 
claims  of  any  one  organization  to  the 
general  good.  There  was  no  differ- 
ence of  purpose  between  the  organiza- 
tions, and  you  could  not  make  a good 
trade  unionist  out  of  a bad  Knight  of 
Labor,  or  vice  versa. 

Robert  Watchhorn  spoke  of  the 
gratifying  results  which  had  followed 
in  the  mining  industry  from  the  aboli- 
tion of  dual  authority.  The  craft 
now  controlled  its  own  affairs,  and 
men  formerly  antagonistic  were  once 
more  in  harmony. 

Samuel  Gompers  said  that  he  was 
fully  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  this  conference.  When  the  chair- 
man first  called  his  attention  to  the 
proposed  conference,  the  thought 
occurred  to  him  to  ask  what  could  be 
done,  for  it  appeared  that  to  hold  a 
conference  without  some  practical  re- 
sult would  be  worse  than  a waste  of 
time.  He  was  free  to  say  that  the 
result  of  the  thought  expressed  by  the 
chairman  surprised  him.  He  did  not 
believe  that  he  would  be  willing  to  go 
so  far  in  accomplishing  the  unity  of 
the  labor  movement  as  he  seemed 
willing  to  go.  One  of  the  two  plans 
suggested  must  be  adopted — if  any- 
thing is  adopted— the  one  ais  outlined 
by  the  chairman,  and  the  other  as  sug- 
gested by  the  remarks  of  Bro.  McGuire. 
The  A.  F.  of  L.  has  accomplished 
wonders  in  the  interest  of  the  toilers 
of  our  country,  but  there  were  none 
who  knew  its  defects  bettei  than  he 
did,  but  at  no  time  since  the  inception 
of  tine  labor  movement  have  the  work- 
ingmen been  so  well  organized.  He 
thought  as  a rule  that  the  K.  of  L.  and 
the  trade  unions,  despite  the  present 
antagonism,  are  closer  today  and 
working  in  harmony  more  than  ever 
before.  There  have  been  some  pas- 
sages at  arms  between  us  and  tin; 
K.  of  L.,  he  was  Sony  to  say;  but  he 
had  said  at  all  times,  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  that  the  K.  of  L.  was 
never  so  well  represented  as  it  was 


by  Terence  V.  Powderly.  We  can 
agree  upon  practical  lines  where  the  { 
trades  unions  shall  be  guaranteed  their 
full  trade  autonomy  and  then  with  the 
railroad  organizations,  the  K.  of  L., 
and  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  we  shall  march  $ 
on  to  uninterrupted  victory. 

D.  F.  Lawler  said  that  no  more 
important  work  could  be  done  than 
that  for  which  we  had  met.  The 
workingmen  demanded  that  the  lead- 
ers get  together.  It  was  blindness  to 
keep  separated. 

W.  D.  Perkins  said  that  the  benefit 
of  labor  was  the  primary  purpose  of 
the  conference.  He  traced  the  devel- 
opment of  the  labor  movement,  and 
read  statistics  to  show  that  the  organ- 
izations based  upon  high  dues  and 
benefit  features  had  grown  strong  even 
in  periods  of  depression. 

Christopher  Evans  referred  to  the 
truth  of  what  ltis  trade  oolleague,  Dele- 
gate Watchhorn.  had  said.  He  was  a 
firm  believer  in  the  trade  union  princi- 
ple, but  believed  that  the  time  had 
oome  for  unity. 

John  Phillips  referred  to  the  dis- 
cords existing  in  New  York  and 
Brooklyn,  where  much  that  mighty  be 
done  was  neutrdized  by  factional 
strife.  He  was  sometimes  discouraged 
by  the  needless  antagonism  in  labor 
rarnks. 

Frank  K.  Foster  said  that  there 
were  three  things  to  consider  in  a just 
estimate  of  the  situation:  Men,  princi- 
ples and  methods.  It  had  been  widely 
circulated  and  too  generally  believed 
that  the  chief  cause  of  division  had 
been  the  personal  antagonisms  of  lead- 
ers. This  representative  conference 
was  the  declaration  to  the  world  that 
the  leaders  wanted  unity.  As  to 
principles,  it  was  needful  to  agree  to 
disagree  upon  points  of  difference,  but 
to  act  unitedly  for  those  things  as  to 
which  there  was  agreement.  The 
greatest  difficulty  in  the  present,  and 
the  greatest  obstacle  in  the  past  had 
been  divergence  in  methods.  Collision 
had  almost  always  emanated  from 
dual  trade  organizations.  This  should 
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be  the  objective  point  for  considera- 
tion. 

Terence  V.  Powderly  said  that  it 
was  the  future  which  concerned  us 
most.  The  past  was  gone.  Let  it  go. 
flMan  was  the  only  animal  who  gobbled 
up  his  own  species ; the  other  divi- 
sions of  the  animal  kingdom  preyed 
only  upon  other  species.  He  saw  in 
this  conference  the  battle-scarred  veter- 
ans of  the  labor  movement,  and  it 
might  possibly  be  true  that  it  would 
be  better  to  have  the  work  of  the 
conference  carried  on  by  the  younger 
men  who  had  been  less  identified  with 
factional  “strife.  He  was  here  to 
build  up  both  the  K.  of  L.  and  trade 
unions.  So  long  as  dual  organizations 
existed,  trouble  would  ensue.  Unity 
must  be  local  first.  There  was  where 
most  fights  had  begun.  The  leaders 
had  b«  en  told  to,  “Go in  and  hit  ’em!'’ 
For  his  part  he  would  obey  such 
directions  no  more,  and  he  so  declared 
before  the  world.  He  had  just  re- 
turned from  Canada,  where  the  mem- 
bers of  l).  A.  125  had  been  preparing 
to  leave  the  order.  He  told  them  to 
stay  in  the  order,  to  also  have  their 
craftsmen  go  into  the  trade  unions 
where  the  affairs  of  the  trade  could 
be  better  handled.  He  should  go  to  a 
great  many  places  and  he  proposed  to 
advocate  this  plan  everywhere.  It 
would  then  be  possible  to  get  a con- 
federation of  all  the  great  central 
bodies.  There  was  a large  field  for 
the  Knights  also  in  the  country  places, 
where  unions  could  not  well  be  formed. 
When  this  idea  of  union  was  carried 
out,  general  concentration  of  effort 
could  be  had  in  times  of  trouble.  The 
union  labels  could  receive  a greater 
impetus,  for  men  would  work  for  the 
label  in  the  hat  instead  of,  as  now,  for 
the  soalp  under  the  hat.  He  was  sure 
that  inspiration  would  come  to  the 

* entire  labor  movement  from  the  con- 
ference. 

p.  H.  Morrissey  said  that  there  were 
underlying  reasons  as  to  the  apathy  of 

* the  railroad  organizations  toward  the 
general  labor  movement  in  the  past. 


The  brakeman  had  not  felt  called  upon 
to  study  his  economic  relationship 
with  other  branches  of  labor.  Rail- 
road employes  had  been  told  that  they 
were  quasi-public  servants  and  had 
esteemed  themselves  a specially  privi- 
leged class.  Particularly  when  a man 
got  to  wearing  brass  buttons  did  he 
think  that  he  had  nothing  in  common 
with  other  classes.  But  the  flash  of 
judicial  lightning  which  came  from 
Toledo  had  done  much  to  change  this, 
and  railroad  men  would  no  longer 
play  the  part  of  stabbing  each  other 
with  blind  blows  in  the  dark.  The 
lesson  of  the  Lehigh  Valley  strike  was 
a bitter  but  good  one.  Federation 
was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the 
engineers  would  fall  into  line  at  their 
next  convention.  He  believed  that 
his  organization  would  ratify  what- 
ever was  done  by  the  conference. 

George  W.  McCadden  said  that 
unity  for  political  action  had  been 
secured  in  New  York  and  made  a plea 
for  the  endorsement  of  the  platform 
there  agreed  upon  by  several  organiza- 
tions, which  he  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  the  committee  on 
resolutions. 

Charles  A.  Wilson,  said  that  the 
engineers  and  firemen  were  becoming 
sensible  that  a broad  bond  of  unity 
encircled  all  laborers,  and  that  they 
must  get  off  the  foot  board  and  extend 
their  hand  to  labor  everywhere. 

Henry  Walton  pointed  out  that 
labor  united  would  be  an  unconquer- 
able host,  while  divided  it  was  im- 
potent. 

A.  H.  Hawley  spoke  to  the  same 
effect. 

W.  H Uhler  endorsed  the  same 
idea. 

James  Brettell  said  that  he  had 
long  looked  for  the  present  move- 
ment, when  organized  labor  should 
realize  its  power  of  acting  together. 

A.  P.  H.  Leuf  thought  there  was 
need  of  practical  suggestions  as  to 
change  in  methods. 

M M.  Garland  said  that  as  the 
religious  denominations  had  tried  to 


crowd  each  other  off  the  path,  although 
all  travelling  the  heavenly  road,  so 
had  it  been  with  labor  societies.  He 
believed  that  thorough  economic  or- 
ganization would  obviate,  to  a large 
extent,  the  need  tor  political  action. 
It  was  difficult  to  get  recognition  now 
from  either  manufacturer  or  legis- 
lator, and  cited  the  failure  to  obtain  the 
Oarnegie  investigation,  which  bad  been 
urged  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

George  E.  McNeill  referred  to  the 
body  of  rnen  of  all  creeds,  descend- 
ants of  Pilgrims  and  Hollanders, 
Huguenots  and  Catholics,  who  had 
met  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time  the 
yeomanry  of  Massachusetts  had  flung 
down  the  gauntlet  bo  England.  They, 
as  we,  had  been  brought  together  by 
the  necessities  of  the  hour.  They 
acted  deliberately  and  with  order,  and 
finally  came  together  in  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention.  The  armies 
of  the  commonweal  marching  on  to 
Washington  represented  one  method 
of  agitation.  In  his  judgment  the 
sounder  method  was  that  of  organized 
labor,  whose  acts  were  marked  with 
orderly  deliberation  and  settled  pur- 
poses. 

After  the  appointment  of  a com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means  to  defray 
expenses  of  conference — consisting  of 
Delegates  Troth,  Phillips  and  Leuf— 
the  conference  adjourned  until  9 a.  m. 
of  the  following  day. 


SECOND  DAY. 

Phtla.,  April  29,  1894. 

Records  read  and  approved. 

Committee  on  ways  and  means  re- 
ported that  the  expense  for  calling  the 
conference,  including  two  days’  hall 
rent,  had  only  amounted  to  $23,  and 
recommended  that  a voluntary  sub- 
scription be  taken  up  to  defray  the 
same,  and  to  publish  proceedings. 

So  ordered,  and  the  sum  of  $48.75 
was  contributed. 

The  committee  on  resolutions, 
through  Chairman  McGuire,  submitted 
its  report,  which  was  taken  up 
seriatim. 


Several  amendments  were  offered 
by  Delegates  Lennon,  Fitzpatrick  and^ 
Leuf,  during  a lengthy  discussion,  and 
the  committee  were  given  a brief 
recess  to  incorporate  the  same  in  the 
report.  ± 

As  finally  submitted  and  adopted, 
the  report  was  as  follows:  — 

Whereas,  Your  committee  has  con- 
sidered the  various  propositions  offered  ; 
and  we  believe  that  the  mere  fact  that 
this  conference  has  been  held  is  a living 
evidence  that  the  organized  labor  senti- 
ment of  the  country  is  a unit  on  the  fund- 
amental truths  that  underlie  the  labor 
problem;  and 

Whereas,  This  body  recommends  that 
the  official  conference,  which  we  are  assur- 
ed will  soon  be  held  between  the  Knights 
of  Labor,  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  the  other  National  and  International 
organizations,  should  take  such  steps  as 
will  lead  to  an  agreement  for  united  ac- 
tion ot  labor’s  toices  in  the  industrial 
and  legislative  fields.  Therefore,  be  it 
Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
body  that  the  conference  between  the  re- 
piesentatives  of  the  organizations  herein 
referred  to  should  be  held  on  or  before  the 
second  day  of  July,  1894.  And  that  in 
the  event  of  the  labor  conference  called 
for  by  the  General  Executive  Board  of 
the  K.  of  L.  is  uot  held  bv  the  foregoing 
date,  the  chairman  of  this  conference  is 
hereby  authorized  to  issue  a call  fora 
conference  September  15,  1894. 

Resolved,  That  this  conference  hereby 
recommends  to  the  labor  forces  of  Amer- 
ica to  unitedly  resist  any  further  reduc- 
tions of  wages,  and  to  energetically  renew 
our  efforts  for  the  reduction  of  the  hours 
ot  labor. 

Resolved,  That  we  urgeuuon  all  work- 
ing people  to  unite  their  efforts  in  such 
action  as  shall  secure  that  legislation  for 
which  all  phases  of  the  labor  movement 
has  contended,  to  the  end  that  the  indus- 
trial classes  may  have  full  recognition  of 
their  rights  in  the  laws  of  the  land. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

P.  J.  McGuire,  Chairman. 

Geo.  E.  McNeill. 

P.  H Morrissey. 

M.  M.  Garland. 

Woyt  Loskey. 

M.  A.  Murphy. 

J.  G.  Schonfarber,  Secretary. 


(7) 


In  the  course  of  the  protracted  debate 
upon  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the 
amendments  thereto, (which  pertained  to 
the  fixing  the  date  upon  which  a future 
conference  should  be  held  and  providing 
a way  to  call  it  if  the  committee  of  the  K. 
*bf  L.  did  not  speedily  tak9  the  initative) 
much  interesting  information  was 
brought  out. 

Woyt  Loskey  expressed  himself  as  cer- 
tain that  the  conference  had  generated  a 
feeling  of  solidarity  which  would  result 
in  the  utmost  good. 

J.  G.  fechonfarber,  in  reply  to  questions, 
said  that  he  was  not  able  to  tell  precisely 
the  time  at  which  the  official  conference 
between  the  K.  of  L.  and  other  organiza- 
tions, provided  for  by  the  last  General 
Assembly,  would  occur,  but  he  did  not 
think  that  it  would  be  much  longer  de- 
layed. 

John  P.  Rork  said  that  whoever  had 
been  culpable  of  delaying  action  was 
guilty  of  a crime  against  humanity. 

T.  V*  Powderly  said  that  he  had  recom- 
mended the  official  conference  in  question 
to  the  Grand  Vssembly  of  the  K.  of  L. 
and  believed  that  speedy  action  was  im- 
perative. The  moral  influence  of  the 
delegs  tea  assembled  should  prove  a great 
aid  to  the  result.  The  conference  must 
not  be  delayed  or  frustrated.  We  must 
say  that  it  must  be  held.  Although  he 
did  not  speak  as  the  head  of  the  order,  he 
was  sure  that  no  man  knew  better  the 
ardent  desire  of  th6  rank  and  file  of  the 
Knights  for  unity  and  harmony  with  the 
trade  union  movement.  He  pledged  him- 
self to  work  for  this  end,  and  extended 
his  hand  to  President  Gompers  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  in  token  thereof.  His  remarks 
were  deeply  impressive  and  enthusiastic- 
ally applauded. 

j.  R.  Buchanan  felt  disappointed  that 
the  committee  in  its  original  report  had 
not  gone  further.  He  had  been  in  com- 
munication with  organized  labor  the 
country  over  and  knew  its  demand  for 
greater  union.  It  was  expected  that  this 
conference  should  formulate  a definite 
plan.  He,  however,  recognized  the  wis- 
dom of  the  Conference  as  shown  in  the 
amended  report  of  the  committee,  and 
* expressed  full  satisfaction  with  the  reso- 
lutions as  primed  above. 

Frank  K.  Foster  thought  that  the 
committee  had  resisted  the  temptation  of 
9 trying  to  do  too  much.  That  was  the 
greatest  danger  confronting  the  confer- 
ence. Its  entire  power  was  to  recom- 


mend. By  avoiding  trespassing  on  the 
executive  work,  which  belonged  to  offici- 
ally chosen  representatives,  it  had  acted 
most  wisely.  The  report  was  strong  in 
what  was  contained  between  the  lines. 
It  was  the  pledge  of  the  conference  that 
the  delegates,  at  least,  were  heart  and 
hand  together. 

Recess  taken. 

AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

An  amendment  to  select  a committee 
of  three  to  wait  upon  the  coming  official 
conference  to  express  the  sentiments  of 
this  conference  was  laid  upon  the  table 
by  a vote  of  20  to  13. 

Samuel  Gompers  supported  the  com* 
mittee’s  report.  It  meant  more  than  a 
formal  detail  of  plans.  Every  opportun- 
ity should  be  afforded  the  committee  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  do  the  work  for 
which  it  had  been  appointed. 

P.  J.  McGuire,  for  the  committee,  said 
that  they  had  weighed  the  matter  in  all 
its  relations,  and  finally  concluded  that 
the  best  way  was  to  trust  to  the  force  of 
the  sentiment  which  would  go  out  from 
the  conference. 

Debate  was  continued  until  about  4 p. 
m.,  when  by  a unanimous  vote  the  amen- 
ded report  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by 
P.  J.  McGuire,  was  also  adopted,  by  an 
unanimous  vote,  with  the  exception  of 
J.  G.  Schonfarber,  who  desired  to  be 
recorded  as  not  voting  : 

“Resolved, That  the  work  of  this  confer- 
ence is  intended  to  prevent  forever  any 
possibility  of  strife  and  antagonism  be- 
tween labor  organizations,  for  strife  and 
antagonism  in  labor’s  ranks  is  fratricidal 
and  ruinous  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
working  people,  and  that  we  deprecate 
any  conflict  between  organized  working 
people  in  strikes,  boycotts,  and  trade 
labels,  and  hence  we  reeommeud  that  in 
the  direction  and  control  of  trade  affairs, 
that  there  should  be  hereafter  no  dual 
authority  or  conflict.” 

The  following  resolutions  were  also 
unanimously  adopted:  — 

“Whereas,  About  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  miners  have  been  idle  since  the 
21st  day  of  April,  1894,  through  un- 
warranted reductions  in  their  wages  of 
about  thirl y per  cent.,  during  the  last 
few  months,  making  it  impossible  for 
them  to  earn  a decent  living;  therefore, 
be  it, 


“Resolved, That  this  conference  endorse 
the  position  taken  by  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  in  their  contest  for 
fair  wages  and  better  conditions,  and 
recommend  to  the  workingmen  of  the 
country  that  they  render  all  aid  possible 
to  assist  the  miners  in  their  present 
struggle/’ 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  was  instructed 
to  print  the  reports  of  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions. 

It  was  voted  that  in  case  it  became 
necessary  for  the  chairman  to  call  the 
conference  together  again,  that  the 
names  of  all  the  delegates  present  be  up 
pended  to  the  call. 


Upon  motion  of  G.  E.  McNeill,  seco 
by  T.V.  Powderly,  a rising  vote  of  th 
was  tendered  to  Joseph  R.  Buchana 
his  active  and  unselfish  efforts  in  cat 
the  conference. 

Mr.  Buchanan  responded  most  feeli 
A vote  of  thanks  was  also  given  t 
other  officers  of  the  conference  an 
Miss  Diana  Hirschell  for  her  attend 
Tom  O’Reilly  sang  “ We  shall  be  f 
and  then  all  the  members  of  the  co 
ence  clasped  hands  and  joined  in  sin 
“Auld  Lang  Syne,”  after  which  adj< 
tnent  was  taken. 

FRANK  K.  FOSTER. 


[attest.] 


Secret, 


[Note.— A.  limited  number  of  extra  copies  of  this  report  can  be  obtained  by  applies 
to  Frank  K.  Foster,  134  Harrison  Ave  , Boston.  Single  copies,  5 cents;  .*12  50  per  100 co 


